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V1. Account of an extraordinary Dropfical Cafe. By Mr,
John Latham, iz a Letter to Mr. Warner, F. R.§.

TO MR. WARNER.

SI1R, Ofaier 35, 1178
Read Dec. 17, Y X THEN I laft had the pleafure of feeing

1778, . . .
77 you, it was your opinion, that the

Royal Society would receive fome fatisfaction in my giv-
ing fome account of the cafe of Mifs A. M. who died
lately of a dropfy under my care.

This patient was of a florid, lively conftitution, but
from a child was fubjeét to a violent eruption, which
came generally on a fudden, covering the whole neck,
breaft, and often great part of the face; and after re-
maining a week or two abated in violence, and went off
by degrees. The intervals were uncertain, but for the
moft part in {pring and in autumn fhe was more apt to
have it, though frequently three or four times in the
year. Various methods were tried to eradicate.this com-
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Myr. LATHAM'S Account of, &c. 133
plaint without effect; nor did the appearance of the:
menf{es, as we had fome reafon to hope, in the leaft turn
out in her favour. It will be needlefs to relate here the
various medicines which had been given her with little:
or no fuccefs, except that the moft relief fhe found was
from the ufe of falt water, which was thought to make
the intervals the longer in two.or three inftances, as well
as the appearance of the eruption milder. Things con-
tinued thus till the autumn 1773, when the menfes be-
came obftructed, continuing fo for fome months, but ap-
peared once more very plentifully ; after which they ne-
ver returned, neither did the eruption, except in the moft
trifling manner. About Chriftmas 177 3 the complained
of a weight in the abdomen, and fulnefs of the ftomach;
which fymptoms were relieved by fome gentle opening
medicines. She then went on a vifit to fome friends at a.
diftance, after which I faw her no more for two months..
I learned,. that during that time the complaints had re-
turned more violent, for which fhe confulted a phyfician
on the {pot, but without the relief the found at firft; for
the abdomen began to increafe in fize every day, and be~
came painful, the urine high-ccloured, and in {mall
‘quantity, with thirft, and. every other fymptom cf an.
approaching dropfy..
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In a narrative of this kind it may be expeéted, that a
detail of the medicines the took during her illnefs might
be noted; but as I chiefly alted in my furgical capacity,
and as fhe was after this time, till the firft operation, for
the moft part in Liondon, under the care of phyficians of
the firft eminence, it is out of my power to give fuch an
accounts fuffice it then to fay, that fhe was obliged to
fubmit to the operation of the paracentefis the 27th of
June, 1774. The quantity I then took off was only
twelve pints, fomewhat feetid, but not very dark co-
loured, nor was it ever after the leaft offenfive. The ope-
ration was repeated in fix weeks, when twenty-nine pints
were taken off; after that time once in four weeks to
the end.of the year. During the whole of the year
1773 I tapped her once in'a fortnight'more or lefs; and
in the year 1776 fhe for the moft part underwent theope-
ration every eight or nine days, the intervals gradually
‘fhortening, till by the end of the year fhe could go no
longeér than a week between, which continued to the
day of her death, which happened May 14, 1778, being
‘then not quite twenty-three years of age. - About a week
‘before tha_z’t’tim‘e, fhe was troubled with inceffant vornit-
ings, which nothing would relieve; but was better a few
hours before her death, and went off pretty' eafy.
7 I have
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Ihave good reafon to fuppofe the complaint originated
from a difeafe of the left ovary, for after the firft tapping
1 felt a fubftance of the fize of a cricket ball; arid, as the.
operations went on, this became more and more mani-
feft, increafing fo much as at laft to occupy the whole
{pace of the abdomen forward, being of a very irregular
form, and 1 am ¢lear of many pounds weight, for the ap-
peared, even after the water'had beén drawi off, a$ large
as a woman in ‘the kit month of pregnancy. It would
have added greatly to my’ farisfaltiont to. have been able
to clear up this peint in every particular, by epening hér
after death; but 1 had the extreme mortification of being
denied this neceflary circumftarice, notwithftandittg my
moft earneft folicitations.

I muft, therefore, content myfelf with giving thig bare
recital of faéts as above, which will ferve to record to
futurity, a cafe whichIbelieve hag not its equal in regard
to the number of operations. What is remarkable here
is, that this young lady had a good appetite for the moft
part, and was very chearful; and, except a day before
and after each operation, ufed to vifit her friends at fe-
veral miles diftance as the would have done in health,
and till within the laft two or three months could walk
a mile or two with tolerable eafe.
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As to the quantity of water taken off, I find it to
amount, upon the neareft calculation, to twenty-four
pints at each operation; for though the firft time pro-
duced only twelve pints, and in feveral of the latter ope-
rations the quantity fell fhort of twenty-four pints, yet I
may venture to. itate it at leaft at twenty-four pints or
three gallons on an average, as in many of the operations
I took off from twenty-eight to thirty pints. The number
of times I tapped her was in all 155, which brings out
in the whole 3720 pints, being 465 gallons, not far
fhort of feven hogfheads and an half. As to the authen-
ticity of the whole, your conneétions with the family,
and frequent opportunities of feeing this young lady
during her illnefs, will put it peyond a doubt. Ihave
therefore no more to add, than my with that the cafe
may prove acceptable to the Society.

Iam, &ec.




